Survival Guide for Language Arts
Part I: Expcctations

1. chuircd Materials:
All students are requirecl to bring the to”owing materials to class every clay. Itis expectecl that

suppiies be rcpicnisl'iecl when necessary. (The last two are recommended for use in all classes.)

* assignment notebook «  outside rcacling book

c @ penci!s, ©a) pens, and () red pen *  post-it notes (rcacling)

e O3 ring language arts binder (black) e note cards (vocabularg)

o loose leaf notebook paper o homework folder or accordion
e (D onc-subjcct notebook (writing) . Iocnci/casc

. post-it notes (rcacling)

e note-cards (Vocab.)

2. Behavior

You are a!wags expcctecl to enter and exit the classroom in a respccttu! manner. You are cxpectecl to
treat everyone in class with respect. Do not do things that will cause problcms for others in the
classroom. 1f you fail to act in accordance with these cxpectations, I will ask you to fix the problern. It
you cannot do this I will determine an appropriate consequence. This may include but is not limited to
the to”owing: I may send youto the office, ask you to come in during lunch, or ask youto take
goursclt out of an activitg for recovery. I will a!wags ask you to reflect on the problem. i you think
somcthingl dois unfair, pleasc see me privatclg after class or ciuringa non-instructional time.

i needed, we may create a plan for your behavior togetncr. I will ask you to solve your own prob!em

as the first step and will communicate with your parent any p!an we create.

3. Class participation/Discussion

Participating in class is an cxpectecl part of your role as a student in this class. Treateach tnought,
teeling, and opinion with respect; tneg are allvalid. This being said, try to make a habit of supporting
whatyou say with examp!es and evidence from the text we are rcacling. Itis important that you raise
your hand to participate in class, so that everyone can hear your notcwortl'ig ideal

Participation and behavior will be noted in this class!

4. Tardiness

You are cxpcctccl to be at your desk with all rcquxrccl materials when the bell rings it you are

chronica”g tarclg you will be expectecl to problem -solve with me on how to fix your tardiness. If you
enter the room after the be”, you must have a pass or you will be marked tarclg. Consecluences are
listed in the NBJH handbook for tardiness. CLASS BEGINS WHEN YOU WALK THROUGH
THE DOOR!'{ EXPECT YOU TO GET TO WORK IMMEDIATELY!



5. Absences and MalccuP work

When youreturn to class, itis your responsibilitg to make up the work, and/or ask for help. i you fail
to get your work the clag you come back, it will count as late. You will be given the amount of clags
absent to mal«: up your worl< (absent two clags, two clags to make up work). Mg Po!icg matclﬁes the
NBJIH handbook Po!icy. Alternative assignments may be given to take the Placc of activities that were
missed. | am available to help you before schoal, (‘Juringlunch, homeroom, or bg aPPointment. lam
here to assist in your success: I want to help, but you have to ask! Please remember to be Proactive
and let me know ahead of time iFgou have any uPcoming rnajor events or foresee a Prob!em with a
Project or major assignment. When you are Proactive, I will work with you to create a Plan for success.

There is more to follow about make-up work in Survival Guide Part 2.

6. Homework/Late Work

Please put the proper heacling on all homework to be turned in. Assignments are due at the begjnnin
of the class Periocl. if your homework is late, it will count as 50%. If youturnina major assignment
!ate, a gracle letter will be taken off each dag itis late (assuminga discussion took Place beforehand).
ngou advocate for gourselF late work can be avoided. Please communicate. In the beginning of the
year | will passouta few free passes for late work. ® Turning work in on time is essential to

succeecling in this class, and | expect you to take class work and homework seriouslg.

*P!ease note tha’c Prin’cing Problems shoulcl not be a cause o1C late worl< You can a!wags e-mai!

homework to my school account at |Featlﬂerstone@northbrookls net. Please P!an on usmg my website

as aresource to Prln’c Forgottcn handouts or ass;gnments orto !ook at the weeklg agencla The web
address is: i’wt’clp.//wwwl.nortl')brookz&net/ }Featherstone.

7. Assignment Notebook and Agcncla

Your assignment notebook will help keep you organized. When the bell rings, you should be sitting in
your seat copying the age nda and the homework assignment of the clag in your assignment
notebook. 1 will Pcrioclica”g check your assignment notebook. On Monclags I will hand out a tentative
agencla that will be for one or two weeks. Each clag, the agenda on the board will tell you if there have
been any changes from the tentative agencla sheet. Homework will be Postecl below the clai!g agencla.

8. Cheatin g
I take all forms of assessment seriously. The purpose of assessment is to determine what you have or
Y purp Y
have not learned and acﬁus’c my teaching and P!anning accorclinglg. It also gives me the opportunitg to
determine the needs of each individual student. There is no talking during a test. When you are
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finished takinggour test, you are cxpected to read si!ent’y. Copying from another student and
P!agiarism on any Piece of student work are forms of chcating. I will not tolerate actions of dishonestg

in my classroom.

9. Rcading WorlcshoP

Itis expectecl that every clag you will bringgour silent reading book to class. Itis your resPonsibilitg to
check out a book that interests you. You can do this at the Northbrook Public Librarg, my classroom
!ibrarg, the NBJUH librarg, or Purchase a book at a bookstore.



Survival Guide for Languagc Arts

Part Il: Procedures

1. Bathroom/Locker

Please raise your hand to ask to use the restroom or leave the classroom at the most appropria’ce time
Possib!e. Thereisa pass to take and a sign up sheet bg the door. Using the restroom cluring LA should
be emergencies on!y as you have a break between the two Periocl block. Please use this time for

restrooms 3/‘IGIIOC‘<CT use.

2. Give me Fivc/l{: you can hear me clap once...
Often times in class, we will work in groups or with partners. When I need your attention, I will raise my
hand in the air and begin counting from five to one. By the time | reach one, ALL students must be silent

and !ooking at me, waiting for my instructions. | may also clap to get your attention.

3. Seatin g
I decide where you will sit based on where | think you will learn best. Please see me if you cannot see the
board or any other visual in class. | may Change any one seat of a student at any time if 1 think it will

benefit his or her learning. You will changc seats a few times this year. Seating will alwags be assignecl.

4. Qucstions/MakcuP Work/Absences

When you return from an absence, you should goto the file folders by the door labeled the clags of the
week and get your own mal«:up work. 1f you have an extended absence, I will collect the handouts and
P!ace them in your Personal folder. 1f you have any ques’cions for me, Please do not come up to me as the
class is starting and students are getting situated. Every clag cluring reacling or writing, workshop, I will
circulate to check in with students. This is the time to raise your hand and ask a cluestion, gjive me a note
froma parent, etc. This is the time that | will g0 over lessons and work you missed the clag before. If you
have a clues’cion cluring class that is unrelated to the topic athand, Please write it down so you remember,
and ask me c]uring break or after class. For extra help Please see me (wa”c-in) cluring tutorial in the
mornings. Weclnesclag is the exception- you will need to set up an aPPointment as | have meetings in the

momings. You can also S€e me cluringlunch, hOYﬂCf’OOFﬂ, and aFter SChOO! bg aPPOiﬂthl’lt For hClP

5. Binder and suPPIics
Please have your name on all your suPPlies. I will help youto keep your binder organizccl; you are
cxpectecl to keep all papers that are given to you. The sections for your binder are:

a. Reacling

b. Writing

c. Class Novel

d. Grammar

e. Vocabularg

| suggest you also keep your one-subject notebook in the back oFgour binder.



6. Personal folders

You should check your Personal folder every clag when you get to class like you would a mailbox. This
folder is ON TOP OF the table on your righ’c when you enter the classroom. In your Personal folder you
will find mal«iup Packets, papers turned back, or entrance s!iPs/hanclou’cs for the clag. When you enter
the room it is expec’cecl that you take from the folder angthinggou need. Thisis not a Place to store your
inclepenclent reacling book as that should g0 home every night.

7. Writing and Assessment Folder
Your writing and assessment folder is in the crate UNDER the table on your right when you enter the
classroom. In your writing folder you may find drafts of writing, test and quizzes forthe quarter, and your

clean coPies of writing assignments.

8. Classroom librarg/Chccking out a boolc/Boolc reviews

There is a binder for book check-outs. If you borrow a book from my classroom librarg, you must sign
out the book with your name and date. When you complete the book, Plcase sign it back in, and comple’ce
a book review form to recommend your book to other students. If you lose a book, you will be expec’cecl
to reP!ace it. Please let me know your interests and your reviews so that | can make more

recommendations to you. You can do this during clailg check-ins and through your literature letters.

9. Turningin homework

There are a few different ways J might ask you to turn in homework. Please look at the board for further
instructions each clag as you walk in. |1 may check in homework, have you pass it up, or have you turnin to
a clesignatecl spot in the room. Homework is alwags due at the beginning of the Periocl. Otherwise, it will
be considered late. There is a late work bin on the short file cabinet bg my desk.

10. When you have finished an assignmcnt/class activitg carlg
ngou finish an assignment, you should not talk to classmates or work on other homework. You should

si!ently read your outside reacling book. This should be done automatica”g, without dailg reminders.

H:gou have any other qucstions, Plcasc do not hesitate to ask!



